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affecting the breastfeeding rates, with the aim of helping services to target the
support offered to mothers more effectively in their differing home circumstances.

What we did

We used nkm matching techniques to link data on breastfeeding (on discharge from
hospital) with socio-economic data from administrative data sets. From these
matched data we identified the factors which are associated with higher or lower
breastfeeding rates. We then assessed all women of child-bearing age (15-44) using
these risk factors to identify the areas where mothers are more and less likely to
breastfeed if and when
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breastfeeding are reduced by 57% if the mother lives in a council tax band A house,
55% if she is under 20 years old, 46% if she lives in local authority housing and 11%
if she is a single mother. These factors all had independent effects on the rates. The
table shows the numbers of babies in the study with each combination of factors and
the actual breastfeeding rates (categories with small numbers have been omitted).
The map shows the results of mapping the risk assessments across all women of
child-bearing age in Doncaster. There are clear areas of higher and lower risk of not
breastfeeding. In order to tackle the resulting inequalities in health, services may be
able to offer targeted help and support at these areas of greatest need.




